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Sick Of Dates That Seem Cursed From The
Get-Go? Foliow These Tried-And-True Tips And
Tricks To Ace Your Dating Game In No Time!

ver had one of those first dates where just about everything seems to go
wrong? You got out of work late so you missed your dinner reservation and
ad to settle for cold pizza at a neighborhood dive, or you simply had to
eal with long, uncomfortable silent pauses where you couldn't think of any-
hing to say. Sound familiar? If so, learn how to avoid those dating disasters

by following CW's top 20 tips to ensure your first date with a potential new

boyfriend goes off without a hitch. ..

WAYS T0 AVOID
kol A

plans for 8 p.m. and it will take

[ you at least 30 minutes to get
to your destination, don't leave at
7:30 p.m. Always allow a few extra
minutes for unexpected delays, like
traffic jams. "The worst thing you can
do is keep him waiting, especially on
a first date, because he might be
wondering if he's been stood up or
not,” says Brenda Ross, relationship
advisor for Date.com, an online sin-
gles dating service. Simply put: Don't
be late for the firsl date.
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ﬂ Be On Time If you make dinner

Stay Soher You're most likely
to make a buffoon of yourself
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[l on a first date if you've had
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too much to drink. Even if you're a gal
who can hoeld her liquor, alcohol will
often make you say and do things
you normally wouldn't if you were
sober. “Women tell me all the time
they were really nervous, so they
drank too much on a date and made
a fool of themselves,” relays Angela
Watrous, auther of Love Tune-Ups: 52
Ways to Open Your Heart and Make
Sparks Fly (New Harbinger
Publications, $10.95) and a love
advice columnist for PlanetOut.com.
“You can only make one first impres-
sion. Besides, slurring isn't sexy!"

) Plan An Activity You Both
Enjoy If you're both beach
[J bums, plan some fun in the
sun, or if he is as much a history buff
as you are, meet at a local museum.
If you plan your date at a mutually

Angeles-based dating coach and
author of SMART Man Hunting—How
to Get Out There, Get Dates and Get
Mr. Right (iUniverse, $14.95). "“While
there is a place and time to discuss
your ex, the first date is definitely not
the right moment.”

g i Turn 0ff The Cell Phone
Nothing is ruder than inter-
O rupting a getting-to-know-you
conversation to answer your cellular
phone. If you're expecting an impor-
tant business call, don't schedule it for
when you'll be on the date and defi-
nitely don't take time out to engage in
random chat with your girlfriend, rec-
ommends Mara Goodman-Davies,
author of A Year of Romance: 12
Months of Romantic Ideas to Light Up
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attractive locale, you'll not only antici-
pate spending time with him, bul
you'll also look forward to engaging in
the planned activities. “Even if you
find out you don't like the person, at
least you'll enjoy the date if you've
picked something you like to do,”
encourages Mike Domitrz, author of
May | Kiss You? (Awareness
Publications, $14.00). "Plus, you
knock out the risk of your date pick-
ing a really lame first-date concept!”

é:L Leave The Exes Out Of it
Talking about past relation-
[ ships is the No. 1 mistake
people make on first dates. He defi-
nitely doesn't care how many times
you've been dumped or how many
sexual partners you've had. “You
want to focus on the date you're on,
without bringing competition into the
room," suggests Liz Kelly, a Los
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Your Love Life (Sourcebooks, Inc.,
$16.95) and a New York City- and
Florida-based relationship coach. “If
you can't give someone you just met
time fo talk without a million distrac-
tions, he's going to think you'll ignore
him once you get to know him better.”

Bring Something To The Tahle
0 Most men like outgoing women
[} who are good conversational-
ists. Maintain an upbeat altitude during
the date, even if there aren't any roman-
tic sparks between the two of you, "Go
into dates with a lighthearted
approach,” says Kelly. “You want {o be
able to use a sense of humor, and joke
around with him rather than appearing
too stiff and formal.”

Be Yourself Never pretend to be

f ;‘ someone you're not. "Don't sell a
/] 'done up’ version of yourself,”

advises Goodman-Davies. “Don'’t say
you love skydiving to impress him if
you're really afraid of heights.” Let him
get to know the real you, not a version
of the woman you think he'd fall for.

0 Go Home Alone Unfortunately,
0 many men in their 20s and
] 30s have the attitude, "If she'll

sleep with me on the first date, she
must sleep with everyone on the first
date,” explains Ross. Creating a little
sexual tension and making him wait for
intimacy will make him feel special. “In
general, it's not the best idea to sleep
with someone on the first date. It's
always better to savor anticipation,”
she advises.

Dress Appropriately You don't

@ want to wear heels for a day of
1 hiking, or sneakers to a fancy

restaurant. Make sure you're clear on the
date's activities and dress accordingly.
“You don't need to dress for the ball if
you're simply going to dinner. But you
don't need to look like you just rolled out
of bed either,” encourages Kelly. "You
also shouldn't wear something too flashy
or overexposed because you can send
out the wrong messages.”

Leave The Games At The
Balipark Mind games cre-
[1 ate winners and losers, and

you don't want to risk coming out the
loser, so don'l lest or overly tease your
date in any way. "Games create a ‘'me’
mentality and only focus on your individ-
ual goal. If you play games, you're not
trying to help the other team win,” dis-
closes Domitrz, who also speaks across
the country presenting a dating program
called "Can | Kiss You?" more »
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Bon’t Reveal Your Character

ﬂ ﬂ Flaws Telling a guy on the

L1 first date you're clumsy,
uncoordinated and unorganized will
likely formulate a vision of a bumbling
fool in his head. “You want to put your
best foot forward on a first date," offers
Kelly. "Everyone has weaknesses, but
there is no need to bring them up on a
first date because it will damage his
impression of you, and first impressions
are so important.” Instead, flaunt your
best attributes without bragging!

E Don’t Dump The Brama Of
L Your Bay Men hate whiners
| [] and complainers, and if
you start out your date telling him about
the horrible day you had and how nasty
your boss is, your first date with him
may be your last. “Everybody has pres-

sure on them, and everyone gets
slressed,” reveals Kelly, "lt's a big turn-

off if all you do is vent on a date.”
ﬂ @ Offer To Pay Your Way
Never assume he's paying
[ for the date. If you want to
be trealed like an equal partner, offer to
pay for al least part of the activities. (If
he pays for the tickets to the amuse-
ment park, insist on picking up the tab
for the popcorn and sodas.) However, if
it's a situation where you're only going
to dinner and he insists on paying,
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make it clear the next date is on you.
Let your partner know you're looking
forward to having a great time, so it's

not fair for him to pay for everything,”
advises Domitrz.

ﬂ 4 Ask. Don’t Interrogate Be
/A inquisitive, yet keep conver-
:'IZI sation lighthearted. If you
suddenly barrage him with questions

about his job, income, family and/or sex
life, you're sure to turn him off, or even
worse, agitate him. "Don't ask a million
personal questions at once,” says
Goodman-Davies. “Trust that what you
need to know will be revealed sooner
than later. Make sure the conversation
has g natural give and take flow.”
ﬂ Accountant No one needs
[ to know your financial sta-
s on a first date, so don't flash your
bankbook if you're loaded, and if you're
broke, don't whine about it. "First dates
are about chemistry,” relays Kelly.
"There is no need to discuss finances

| Save Finance Talk For Your

—dJ

until you're sure there is a chance for a
relationship. Finances are a personal

thing, and don’t have to be disclosed
on a first date.”
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the date, you certainly want to order a

@rder More Than Just A
Salad \While you don't want
] to make a pig of yourself on

It you tell him
everything about = é,
jourself on the fIrST
date, he may see
no reason for @
second.

full meal, even if you don't finish it. “A
million guys have told me how
uncomiortable they feel when a
woman says, 'I'll just have a salad
with the dressing on the side,’ or even
worse, she orders something and just
picks at it," explains Goodman-
Davies. "Subconsciously, a guy is
thinking, if a woman is afraid of food,
she may also be afraid of pleasure.”
ﬂ 7 A first date at his place
] means he might be more
interested in intimacy than getting to
know about you. If this isn't OK with
you, plan to meet at a venue where
there will be other people. "Making a
date at a man's house puts you in an

Don't Make House Calls
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atmosphere where you have less
control,” warns Domitrz. "Pick loca-
tions that are neutral, but great
places to talk.”

Give Him A Chance Don't
be close-minded about the
[J date if he doesn't exactly

fit your description of Mr. Right when it
comes to appearance or personality.
“If you're not attracted to your date at
first, don't look or act disappointed.
Even if this isn't a big love connection,
it doesn't have to be a disaster,” says
Goodrman-Davies. Remember: If he
doesn't turn out to be a love interest,
he may make a greal buddy, or turn
into an important business contact.
“Keep an open mind and a you-never-
know attitude,” she suggests.

Talk Ahout More Than

ﬂ @ Just Yourself When get-
[ ting to know someone,

Rol DA

the conversation should be a give-and-
take session. Instead of telling him
every chance you get about yourself,
learn to listen and ask questions about
him. "When you're nervous you might
have a tendency to babble on about
your life endlessly,” forewarns Ross. If
you tell him everything about yourself
on the first date, he may see no reason
for a second.

Turn Off The Wesdding
Belis In Your Head If
L] you're secretly imagining

what his face Is going to look like on
your children after 20 minutes of the
date, you're moving too fast, to say the
least. Approach the date with an open
mind and get to know him before you
start planning your future together. “The
truth is you don't know this person, and
even if he appears perfect on the first
date, he could be Frankenstein,"
reminds Goodman-Davies.
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Unfortunately, first-date fantasies
of falling in love with Prince
Charming can quickly transform
into dating nightmares! CW has
your stories...

Kari, 24, executive
recruiter

‘| met a police officer
late one night on my
way home from the

out for the next night, |
love men in uniform!

" Unfortunately, when he
showed up he was

wearing tapered jeans, boots from

the '80s and a swimming T-shirt. He

it. When we sat down for drinks, |
went to the bathroom and never
came back.”

Shawna, 28, student
“My date showed up
at the bar where we
were meeting

dressed in a T-shirt
with gross armpit
stains and looking

like an unshaven

slob, and he had noth-
ing to say. We ended up ordering
two or three drinks and when the bill

| paid. We then went to a nice restau

and an expensive bottle of wine, and

bars, and he asked me |
- s own dinner!”

was s0 unattractive | couldn't handle

came he didn't reach for his wallet so &
rant of his choice. We ordered dinner

when the check came he didn't reach P%
for his wallet again! | just about fell out o\

of my chair and wanted to get away
from him as fast as | could.”

~ Holly, 28, public rela-

tions executive

& “l went out with a guy |

¥ met at a bar. We went

; 1o a Mexican restaurant

~ and he suggested we

_ share one burrito. |

, wasn't that hungry, but |
could have eaten my

Liz, 25, marketing
technology assistant
“First of all, my date .
was an hour and a half
late because he said
he was busy hanging
out with his brother.
Then at the end of the &
night, he leaned in for a )
kiss and said, 'You have '

a great set of tits. How about inviting
me in to spend the night?' | said, ‘Not
tonight!" and ran out of the car."

Lindsay, 24, business analyst

‘| had a date to go out to dinner with a
s, Harvard grad | met at a

1 bar. When he came to

pick me up he said dinner

- had to be quick because

B he couldn't leave his

#W dog alone too long in the
t car. Apparently he was

d living in his car with his

dog while he was

between homes!”

‘See the Xand
difference!
Xandria.com...

everything you want in an online

store and so much more!
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Boost your bedroom fun with over a
thousand of the hottest erotic items
from around the world and get instant
access to expert sex advice for men,
women, and couples wishing to discover
the best sex of their lives! Find the answers
you’ve been searching for with our exten-
sive archive of sex FAQ’s, customer
product reviews, and other helpful infor-
mation on choosing and using the latest
in pleasure technology. Plus, set the mood
for a hot night of passion with steamy
erotic fiction and playful erotic e-cards.

Order online...

Just identity yourself as a “First Time Buyer”
during checkout at xandria.com, then type
the discount code CW0204 in the space
provided. Or, if you prefer, purchase our
catalog below {see coupon).

Xandria Collection
Dept. CW0204, P.0. Box 31039, San Frandisco, CA 94131-9938
Enclosed is my check or money order for 54 (35 Canada, £3 UK).
Please send me the Xandria Gold Edition Catalog
and a coupon good for 54 OFF my first purchase,

| am over 21,
Signature required

Name

Address

City.

State/Zip

Email Aubdrass

Hancdria, 165 Valley Dr, Brisbane, CA 94005-1340. Void whese prahibited by law
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