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General education forum 
discusses changes

Wayne State requirements for gen-eds may change 
in the next few years 

By Frank Conley
Staff Writer

A change in general education courses was discussed last Thursday night, and changes might be in store in the future 
curriculum at Wayne State. 
The forum, led by Dr. Marian Borgmann-Ingwersen, was intended to let students voice their opinions about the current state 
of gen-eds and what changes could be made to better students’ education.
Borgmann-Ingwersen and other members of the two-year gen-ed council looked at academic programs regionally and around 
the country to assess whether or not WSC’s aging gen-ed program met area and national standards. WSC’s program, based 
on a 15-year-old format, did meet the state college’s standard of 45-47 with six hours of upper-level courses. 
It was “pretty much in the middle” nationally, according to Borgmann-Ingwersen, with the amount of gen-eds taken at 
Wayne State. 
The gen-ed council sent out surveys and questionnaires to upper-level students and to faculty. The council also attended 
conferences about gen-eds around the country to try and come up with some solutions to Wayne State’s aging format. 
The council came up with three models for possible changes to WSC gen-eds. 
The first model is the same as the format being used today, with a few minor changes. 
The second model suggested creating a new format for the gen-ed’s and to find the objectives of certain courses. 
The last model was based on starting a new format and what might be put in place or what might not be. 
“These are the top three or four things we would like to see fixed about gen-eds,” Borgman-Ingwersen said about the new 
models. 
Several other options that faculty and the council came up with and were divided on was to keep the gen-ed format the same 
or to reduce it. 
Another option was to add more choices to give students more options and a broader education, but not to increase the 
amount of hours that students have to take. 
One suggestion made by the faculty was to add more writing classes as alternates or replacements.
The council and the forum also discussed some of the problems facing the old and new formats, which include transfer 
students. 
Ideas of making the requirements less complex and defining what credits can transfer and which ones cannot. 
Another problem presented is if a class is removed from the list of gen-eds, what would happen to the faculty or department 
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'Can I kiss you' teaches students dating responsibilities
By Lois Brunnert
Staff Writer

“Can I kiss you?” is not normally a question heard from a date or a speaker for that matter.
However, Mike Domitrz wasn’t afraid to ask it or even center his entire program around it.
Domitrz, author of the book “May I Kiss You?,” spoke twice to students Monday night in the Frey Conference Suite. For the 
first workshop, roughly seven people made up the audience, but that didn’t stop him from wanting to know what they thought 
about mistakes made in dating, and their general definition of sexual assault.
The interactive question and answer session helped Domitrz relate to what the students would do on a date, and it also helped 
them relate to what his program was focused on: asking and consent.
“Asking makes the moment,” Domitrz said. “If you think asking ruins the moment, then you never had a moment to start 
with.”
Domitrz told the audience that television and movies skew the reality of the dating world. He said that many times, women 
expect me to be in control and make the first move, according to what is shown on television.
He said that making it someone’s job to make the first move, gives the actor “responsibility, power and control.” However, 
asking, he said, not only gives your partner the chance to say no, but also to say yes.
He tried to convince students that there is nothing wrong with both men and women asking for consent.
Domitrz then gave an analogy of asking. He told the audience if he wanted to borrow $5 from someone, he would have to 
ask. His point was not to assume the other person would consent to just taking the money. He then said, “But I don’t have to 
ask to touch your body?”
No one knew how to answer that.
“I need to knock out their excuse.”
In 1989, he received a call that his sister had been brutally raped.
“You don’t ever expect one of those calls,” he said.
All he could think about was, “How am I going to kill him? What can I do?”
When his sister came on the phone, he was amazed to hear her ask him how he was, and if she could do anything to help him.
“This was not about me, how much revenge I wanted,” he said.
If someone confides in you about being raped, Domitrz says the worst emotion to show is pity.
Thank them for coming to you, and ask what you can do to help. Many victims will have fears questioning if they are at fault, 
if the experience was actually rape and if anyone will believe them. However, do not assume those fears; let the victim tell 
you.
“Dignity. Respect. That’s what survivors deserve,” Domitrz said.
SAB President Lindy Fleer booked Domitrz at NACA (National Association for Campus Activities). He gave a short version 
of his program at the conference.
“In that 20 minutes,” she said, “I was convinced to bring him here.”
Fleer enjoyed the issues he addressed. She encouraged people to attend, “because I know he’s good, not because I have to.”
“If I really speak out about it, students know I care.”
There are many stereotypes regarding rape and sexual assault, and Domitrz knows how much each gender dislikes it.
“Regardless of background,” he said, “sexual assault has no bias. The spotlight is on you. If you hate that stereotype, what are 
you going to do to change that?”
For anyone who has been a victim or knows a victim of sexual assault, there are several places to contact:
The SAVE Program and WSC Counseling Center (375-7321), 
Haven House (375-4633), 
Campus Security (375-7216), 
Providence Medical Center Sexual Assault Response Team (375-3800) or the 
Wayne Police Department (375-2626).
Domitrz will also answer emails within 24 hours on his website www.canikissyou.com. He encourages friends to give those 
resources to victims.
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Speaker Mike Domitrz presented a “Can I kiss you?” forum at the Student Center on Valentine’s Day. Photo By Nicole Rabe.

 

Junior Jason Kilcoin (right) pledged into the ROTC program on February 14, under the flagpole by Hahn. The ROTC program is designed to 
recruit and train the future leaders in the Army. Upon the oath, Kilcoin is formally contracted into the ROTC. Currently, there are nine cadets in 
the ROTC program at Wayne State. Giving the oath is Lt. Col. Bernie Stansbury. Photo by Cliff Starkey

Brown Bag Series features Sudanese women's group
By Lindsay Scranton
Copy Editor
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